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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to applicants amendment filed May 12, 2006. 
Claims 1-7, 9, 11-18, 20, and 22-27 have been amended. Claims 1-27 are currently 
pending in this case. j ' 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, see amendment, filed May 12, 2006, with respect to the 
section 112 rejection of claims 1-27 have been fully considered and are persuasive, with 
respect to the claims in their current amended form. The section 112 rejection of claims 
1-27 has been withdrawn. 

3. Applicant's arguments filed May 12, 2006, with respect to the section 103 
rejection of the claims have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

4. Applicant argues, with respect to independent claims^Tr^'^'and 27, that the 
cited prior art reference, Bianco et al (US 6,256,737) requires that all biometric template 
checks be done remotely, whereas the instant application allow for remote template 
checking only in the event of not finding the template locally. 

5. Attention is directed to Bianco, at, e.g., : "FIG. 7 includes biometric server 104 
(FIG. 1), computer 208 (or alternatively remote/web computer 210, both from FIG. 2), 
authentication interface 704, authentication interface 706, authentication object 708, 
database object 710, policy object 712, comm object 716, comm object 718, 
authentication object 720 and biometric device object 722 Here, biometric server 104 is 
performing as the server and computer 208 is performing as the client" (col 22, In 41- 
49). 
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6. Thus, Bianco does allow for either remote or local template checking. 

7. Additionally, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that what can be 
cone remote can be done locally. 

8. Particularly if, "(a)lternatively, a biometric template 502 can be created for each 
biometric device within network system 202." (col 19, In 35-36) ' 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 x 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtainedjthough the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-27 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bianco 
et al (US 6,256,737). 

7. Regarding claim 1 (as best understood)- , =. rt ■., ■ 

- ! : -~ : \? . L:- £ .;.av.; j ou ' V\\ :ute^502 can be. cr??n. ! or osr^ • 

Bianco discloses a person authentication application data processing system for 
performing a person authentication process based on a verification process between a 
template extracted from a person identification certificate, in which the template (104, col 
3 In 1-5, "compared measurements of unique personal characteristics") which is person 
identification data of an individual user who uses an information processing apparatus 
and user input sampling information, said person authentication application data 
processing system comprising: 

an information processing 5 apparatus as c a persdn .authentication 
(e.g. col 3 In 7-17, "administration station"); and 
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a person identification certificate authority as a person identification certificate 
issuing entity (e.g. col 3 In 33-40, "certificate authority system", 104), 

wherein said information processing apparatus performs a process of retrieving a 
person identification certificate used for a person authentication process based on user ^ 
input information, and outputs a request for issuing a person identification certificate to 
the person identification certificate authority when a person identification certificate 
corresponding to the user input information cannot be extracted (e.g. col 16 In 5-20, 
""switchboard object receives the request, via comm. object, and creates receiver 
object') 

said person identification certificate authority creates a person identification 
certificate in which an encrypted template which can be decrypted in said information 
processing apparatus and performs an issuing process for the information processing 
apparatus (e.g. col 54 In 10-28, " digital certificate from a certificate authority"), and 

said information processing apparatus performs a process for storing the person 
identification certificate issued from said person identification certificate authority in the 
storage means'of the information processing apparatusXeLg. col* 54 |n 1 0-28; "encrypted - 
digital certificate containing . . . identification information"). 

8. Bianco does not use the same steps in the same order as trie instant application. 
Mere re-ordering of steps, however, would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
and thus does not 1 &hfer ri ^ tiL!tho,,iy -"^e.s a person. io^.. .ric:.t!on 

9. Regarding claim 2 - 

■ ■•! ill - * • i c, v. i..:Jjii-. u. 1 .; .. 

. . .diwn OrocLssiriq apoL itite r>enoi;..3 <x prucess-'for-stGi :i.j l :^p person ^_ 
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Bianco discloses a person authentication application data processing system according 
to Claim 1, wherein, in the process for storing the newly obtained person identification 
certificate in the storage means, when said newly obtained person identification 
certificate is a person identification certificate corresponding to the same user for an 
existing public key certificate which has already been stored in said information 
processing apparatus, said information processing apparatus performs a process for 
creating pair information of identifiers of each certificate and stores the pair information 
in the storage means (e.g. col 54 In 20-30). 

10. Regarding claim 3 ^ * ~ . - 

Bianco discloses a person authentication application data processing system according 
to Claim 1 , further comprising a certificate authority as a public key certificate issuing 
entity, wherein, said information processing apparatus performs a process for retrieving 
a public key certificate used during data 'commuriication with an e^em with 
stored data of the storage* means 'oHHe Information procisssihg being used 

as the retrieval target on the basis of the user input information, creates a pair of a 
public key and a secret key when the applicable public key certificate cannot be 
extracted , transmits the created public key to' the certificate authority which is the 
issuing entity of the public ke^ certificate v and makes a request for issuing a person 
identification certificate, said certificate authority performs a process for issuing a public 
key certificate corresponding to an individual user or 3 public key certificate 
corresponding to said information processing apparatus, and said information s 
processing apparatus performs a^ocess'for storing thie public key certificate issued ' 1 ^ 
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from said certificate authority in the storage means of the information processing 
apparatus (e.g. col 54 In 20-30). 

1 1 . Regarding claim 4 - 

Bianco discloses a person authentication application data processing system according 
to Claim 3, wherein, in the process for storing the newly obtained person identification 
certificate in the storage means, when said newly obtained person identification 
certificate is a person identification certificate corresponding to the same user for an 
existing public key certificate which has already been stored in said information 
processing apparatus, said information processing apparatus performs a process for 
creating pair information of identifiers of each certificate and stores the pair information 
in the storage means (e.g. col 2 In 50-60). ' 

12. Regarding claim 5 - \ 

Bianco discloses a person authentication application data processing system according 
to Claim 3, wherein, in the process for storing the newly obtained person identification 
certificate in the storage means, when said newly obtained person identification 
certificate is a person identification 1 bertificate corresponding to the same user for an 
existing public key certificate which has already been stored in said information ' 
processing apparatus, said information processing apparatus performs a process for 
creating pair information of identifiers of each certificate, stores the pair information in 
the storage means, and registers^together a process identifier'which identifies a process 
such as services to be used (e.g. col 55 In 45-60). 

13. Regarding claim 6 - 
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Bianco discloses a person authentication application data processing system according 
to Claim 1 , further comprising a service distribution construction in which various 
services such as content distribution can be received from a service provider under the 
control of a service registration server on the condition of user registration for the 
service registration server, wherein said information processing apparatus performs a 
person authentication process based on a verification process between the template 
extracted from the person identification certificate in which the template which is person 
identification data of an individual user who uses the information processing apparatus 
is stored and user input sampling information and performs user registration for said 
service registration server on the condition that person authentication is established 
(e.g. col 55 In 45-60)? r - ,v - n < : *' '^ tor ^ta : procecs!ng : Gy^o;- ^cccr&nr - 

14. Regarding claim 7 - 

Bianco discloses a person authentication application data processing system according 
to Claim 1, further comprising a servjce'distribution constrUctibh e in which various 
services such as content r distri6 r ution J can' be received from^'s^ 
control of the service registration server on the condition of user registration for the 
service registration server, wherein said information processing apparatus performs 
mutual authentication with saicT service provider by using r a pd Bl ic c key "certificate 
corresponding to an individual j user br a' public key certificate 1 co f rfespo^ 
information processing apparatus in a process for receiving service distribution from 
said service provider, and said service provider provides services for said information 

processing apparatus on the condition that it is confirmed that the public key certificate 

■; _>-« : -j r\ ; r ..n-ijth(;;..'';£iV.on i\ ' ^ic ^hfa^orooefesing sys*^: 'ic< orr ] *no " r 



Application/Control Number: 09/944,501 Page 8 

Art Unit: 3621 

used for said mutual authentication corresponds to an authorized user or device 
registered in said service registration server and said mutual authentication is 
established (e.g. abstract, col 3 In 33-40). 

15. Regarding claim 8 - 

Bianco discloses a person authentication application data processing system according 
to Claim 1 , wherein data communication between said information processing 
apparatus as a person authentication execution entity and the person identification 
certificate authority as a person identification certificate issuing entity is performed on - 
the condition that the mutual authentication process is established (e.g. abstract, coi<2*'8 
In 53 - col 3 In 5). 

16. Regarding claim 9 - 

Bianco discloses a person authentication application data processing system according 
to Claim 1, wherein, for data'commuhication between said information processing - - - 
apparatus as a person authentication execution entity and the person identification 
certificate authority as a person identification certificate issuing entity, a data 
transmission part performs a process for creating an electronic signature for 
transmission data, and a receiving part performs a process for verifying the electronic 
signature (e.g. col 55 In 47-57). 

17. Regarding claim 10- 

Bianco discloses a person authentication application data processing system according 
to Claim 1 , whereiri'ari encryption key used to encrypt the template stored in the person 
identification certificate issued from said person identification certificate authority is a 

. ■ ■. . :..../ a:-; <: oersuh i # d:Vnti f ;c ion neruikv^e-iosuing gntuyra l., .n .-- . „ 
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public key which is set for said information processing apparatus or an individual user 
(e.g. col 55 In 37-45). 

18. Regarding claim 1 1 - 

Bianco discloses a person authentication application data processing system according 
to Claim 1 , wherein said template is biometric information of a person such as 
fingerprint information, retina pattern information, iris pattern information, voice print 
information, and handwriting information, or a non-biometric information such as a seal, 
a passport, a driver's license, and a card, or any combination of two or more of the 
biometric information and the non-biometric information, or a combination of any of the 
information and a password (e.g. abstract). 

19. Regarding claim ! 12 » ' ^ », ^ .in- — 
Bianco discloses a person authentication application data processing method for 
performing a person authentication process based on a verification process between a 
template extracted from a person identification certificate in ^ whicK a template which is 
person identification data of an individual' user who Uses' an' information processing 
apparatus and user input sampling information, said person authentication application 
data processing method comprising (104,' col 3 In 1-5, "compared measurements of 
unique pers6ha^characteristics ,, )^; ? : v: '* c " ; 51 '"^ ' ' n ° " ' riir? 

' a step for providing an information processing apparatus as' a person 
authentication execution entity and a person identification certificate authority as a 
person identification certificate issuing entity; (e.g. col 3 In 7-17, "administration 
station"); " ;; " : ' -;r- ; r , ~m : :v- -^czzz^r T r,r 

* . *^.. ..u*,;ent.i..:tion proct?6;> bac- j on o ve^ncatLii pre *o ; uav^oii i> 
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a step in which said information processing apparatus performs a process of 
retrieving a person identification certificate used for a person authentication process 
based on user input information, and outputs a request for issuing a person 
identification certificate to the person identification certificate authority which is a person 
identification certificate issuing entity when a person identification certificate 
corresponding to the user input information cannot be extracted (e.g. col 16 In 5-20, 
""switchboard object receives the request, via comm. object, and creates receiver 
object') 

a step in which said person' identification certificate authority creates a persop. •;. 
identification certificate in which an encoded template which can be decrypted in said 
information processing apparatus is stored and performs an issuing process for the 
information processing apparatus (e.g. col 54 In 10-28, " digital certificate from a 
certificate authority"); and : '- vaiu ^, ... - V- — --w -oe^ 

a step in which said information processing apparatus pe f r?ofms a process for : 
storing the person identification certificate issued from said person identification 
certificate authority in the storage means of the information processing apparatus (e.g. 
col 54 In 10-28, "encrypted digitaT certificate containing-: :\ identification information"). 
20. Bianco does not use the same steps in the same order as the instant application. 
Mere re-ordering of steps, however, would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 



and thus does not confer patentability. 



a! 0 



21. Regarding claim 1 3 ± : JS ,s — - ' . ^. is^jv j proc 

; 'V. --, "-i: . 
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Bianco discloses a person authentication application data processing method according 
to Claim 12, wherein, in the process for storing the newly obtained personal 
identification certificate in the storage means, when said newly obtained person 
identification certificate is a person identification certificate corresponding to. the same 
user for an existing public key certificate which has already been stored in said 
information processing apparatus, said information processing apparatus performs a 
process for creating pair information of identifiers of each certificate and storing the pair 
information ip the storage means (e.g. col 54 In 20-30). ^ > 

22. Regarding claim 14 - 

Bianco discloses a person authentication application data processing method according 
to Claim 1 2, further comprising:^ ' ' : u 

a step for providing ^ certificate c authbrity as a public key certificate issu ing entity; 
a step in which said information processing apparatus performs a process for retrieving 
a public key certificate used during data communication with an external apparatus with 
stored data of the storage means of the information processing s appaVatus' being used 
as the retrieval target on the basis of the user input information, creates a pair of a' 
public key and a secret key when the corresponding public key certificate cannot be 
extracted, transmits the created public key to the certificate authority which is the 
issuing entity of the public key certificate; 

a step in which said certificate authority performs a process for issuing a public key ■ 
certificate corresponding to an individual user or a public key certificate corresponding 
to said information processing apparatus; and 



-•n 
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a step in which said information processing apparatus performs a process for storing 
the public key certificate issued from said certificate authority in the storage means of 
the information processing apparatus (e.g. col 54 In 20-30). 

23. Regarding claim 15 - 

Bianco discloses a person authentication application data processing method according 
to Claim 14, wherein, in the process for storing the newly obtained personal, 
identification certificate in the storage mean, when said newly obtained personal 
identification certificate is a personal identification certificate corresponding to the same 
user for an existing public key certificate which has already been stored in said ^ ~* 
information processing apparatus, said information processing apparatus performs a 
process for creating pair information of identifiers of each certificate and for storing the 
pair information in the storage means (e.g. col 2 In 50-60). 

24. Regarding claim 16* ^ : / • 

Bianco discloses a person authentication application data processing method according 
to Claim 14, wherein, in the process for storing the newly obtained personal 
identification certificate in the storage means, when said newly obtained person 
identification certificate is a person identification certificate cbrrespondirig to the same 
user for an existing public^ said nd same 

information processing apparatus, said information processing apparatus performs a 
process for creating pair information of identifiers of each certificate, storing the pair 
information in the storage means, and registering together a prodessidentifier which 
identifies a process such as services tci'be used (e.g. cbf 55 In 45-60). 
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25. Regarding claim 17 - 

Bianco discloses a person authentication application data processing method according 
to Claim 12, further comprising: a step for providing a service distribution construction in 
which various services such as content distribution can be received from a service 
provider under the control of a service registration server on the condition of user 
registration for the service registration server; and a step in which said information 
processing apparatus performs a person authentication process based on a verification 
process between a template extracted from the person identification certificate in which 
the template which is person identification data of an individual user who uses the , 
information processing apparatus is stored and the user input sampling information, and 
performs user registration for said service registration server on the condition that 
person authentication is^establistiie^"(e?g: col 55 ln:45-60).; ot -^ ; ; d v c — -^y" >• 

26. Regarding claim 18- 

Bianco discloses a person authentication application , data processing method according 
to Claim 12, further comprising: a step for providing a service 'distribution construction in 
which various services sucK sis co T nteht distribution^ca received from : a seivice " 
provider under the control of a service registration server on the condition of user 
registration for the serviceVegistration server; a step in which.'lrf a process for receiving 
service distribution from said service provider, said information processing apparatus 
performs mutual authentication witfi said service provider by'using ( a public key u ° ii/ai : ^ 
certificate corresponding to an individual user who uses the information processing 

apparatus or a public key certificate corresponding to said information processing 

■ 7 cw. ' ; *' * 

.. •• : . ,^-;son a . - ir; «n t ica tie * j &upiiCt.jon oata prdcesjinyr! r- oc -sc-joijiik, 
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apparatus; and a step in which said service provider provides services for said 
information processing apparatus on the condition that it is confirmed that the public key 
certificate used for said mutual authentication corresponds to an authorized user or 
device registered in said service registration server and said mutual authentication is 
established (e.g. abstract, col 2 In 53 - ool 3 In 5). 

27. Regarding claim 19- 

Bianco discloses a person authentication application data processing method according 
to Claim 12, wherein data communication between said information processing 
apparatus as a person authentication execution entjty and the person identification 
certificate authority as a person identification certificate issuing entity is performed on 
the condition that the mutual authentication process is established 'fe.g.* abstract, col 2 
In 53 - col 3 In 5). - : 

28. Regarding claim 20 - . v ; " (i 

Bianco discloses a person authentication application data processin^method according 
to Claim 12, wherein, for data communication between said information processing 
apparatus as a person authentication execution entity and the person identification 
certificate authority as a person identification certificate issuing entity, a data * 
transmission part performs a process fbr creating an electronic signature for - 
transmission data, and a receiving part performs a process for verifying the electronic 
signature (e.g. col 55 In 47-57). • . - 

29. Regarding claim 21 - f ' x . . :ca ^ . , 
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Bianco discloses a person authentication application data processing method according 
to Claim 12, wherein an encryption key used to encrypt the template stored in the 
person identification certificate issued from said person identification certificate authority 
is a public key which is set for said information processing apparatus or an individual 
user (e.g. col 55 In 37-45). iv ' 

30. Regarding claim 22 - 

Bianco discloses an information processing apparatus for performing a person 
authentication process based on a verification process between a template extracted 
from a person identification certificate in which the template whi6h is person i " * 
identification data of an individual user who uses the information processing apparatus 
is stored and user input sampling information wherein said information processing 
apparatus performs a process for retrieving a person identification certificate used for a 
person authentication process based on 'user input infoimatic^ 
information processing apparatus being used as the retrieval target(104, col 3 In 1-5, 
"compared measurements of unique personal characteristics"), outputs a request for 
issuing a person identification certificate to a person identification certificate authority 
which is a person identification^^ issuing entity when^j^ 

certificate corresponding to the user input information cannot be extracted (e.g. col 16 In 
5-20, ""switchboard object receives the request, via comm. object, and creates receiver 
object') , and stores the person identification certificate issued from th& person 
identification certificate authority in the storage means of th^infomatiori processing 

■ • ■ ; ■ • .. . ...i. - . 
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apparatus (e.g. col 54 In 10-28, "encrypted digital certificate containing . . . identification 
information"). . 

31 . Bianco does not use the same steps in the same order as the instant application. 
Mere re-ordering of steps, however, would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
and thus does not confer patentability. 

32. Regarding claim 23 - 

Bianco discloses an information processing apparatus according to Claim 22, wherein, 
in the process for storing the newly obtained personal identification certificate in the 
storage means, when said newly obtained person identification certificate is a person 
identification certificate corresponding to the same user for an existing public key 
certificate which has already been stored in said information processing apparatus; said 
information processing apparatus performs a process for creating pair information of 
identifiers of each certificate and for storing the pair information in the storage means 
(e.g. col 54 In 20-30). 1; ' w ^^/ " : - . : r ' nc o[;of\h ; ^i } ^ : ' ' ' 

33. Regarding claim 24 > - : ° n{clLlltv * "' r u '- ■ > - 

Bianco discloses an information processing apparatus according to Claim 22, wherein 
said information processing apparatus performs a process for retrieving a public key 
certificate used for data communication with ah external apparatus with stored data of 
the storage means' of the information processing apparatus^ing'used as the retrieval 
target on the basis of user input information, creates a pair of a public key and a secret 
key when a corresponding public key certificate cannot be extracted, transmits the 

created public key to the certificate authority which is a public* key certificate issuing 

• cc r -at- arid l. r ;-iorno tV V.formation'Jn the stor-u,? nV*^ * 
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entity, makes a request for issuing a public key certificate, and performs a process for 
storing the public key certificate issued from said certificate authority in the storage 
means of the information processing apparatus (e.g. col 54 In 20-30). 

34. Bianco discloses an information processing apparatus according to Claim 24, 
wherein, in the process for storing the newly obtained personal identification certificate 
in the storage means, when said newly obtained person identification certificate is a 
person identification certificate corresponding to the same user for an existing public 
key certificate which has already been stored in said information processing apparatus, 
said information processing apparatusjperforms a process for creating pair information* / 
of identifiers of each certificate and stores the pair information in the storage means 
(e.g. col 54 In 20-30). " ' ' ' . J " 

35. Regarding claim 26 - :: : " : - y :-: -~ 
Bianco discloses an information 1 ^ to Claim 24, wherein, 
in the process for storing the newly obtained personal identification certificate in the 
storage means, when said newly obtained person identification certificate is a person 
identification' certificate corresponding to the same user for an existing public key 
certificate which has already been 'stored In 'sWid infbrmatibn s protessirig apparatus, said 
information processing apparatus performs a process for creating pair information of 
identifiers of each certificate, stores the pair information in the storage means, and 
registers together a process identifier which identifies a process such as services to be 
used (e.g. col 55 In 45-60). * * 

36. Regarding claim 27 - 
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Bianco discloses a program providing medium for providing a computer program for 
causing a person application authentication data process for performing a person 
authentication process to be performed in a computer system based on a verification 
process between a template extracted from a person identification certificate in which 
the template which is person identification data of an individual user who uses an 
information processing apparatus and user input sampling information (104, col 3 In 1-5, 
"compared measurements of unique personal characteristics"), said computer program 
comprising: 

a step for retrieving a person identification certificate used for a person 
authentication process based on the user input information (e.g. col 16 In 5-20, 
""switchboard object receives th'e°request, via comm. object/anicl creates receiver 
object); ..... ~.. 

a step for outputting a request for issuing a person identification certificate to a 
person identification certificate authority which is a person identification certificate 
issuing entity when a person identification ceHificate : correspohdihg' to /f thie user input 
information cannot be extracted (e.g. col 16 In 5-20, ""switchboard object receives the 
request, via comm. object, and creates receiver object'); ^ 

a step for creating pair information of identifiers of each certificate when said 
person identification certificate issiied from s£id person identification "certificate authority 
is a person identification certificate corresponding to the same user for an existing 
public key certificate which has already been stored in said information processing 

apparatus (e.g. col 54 In 10-28, " digital certificate from a certificate authority"); and 

i request to* .'. t ,c?'-rc- j jnufk t ;bn • . /. - ... « '• 
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a step for storing the pair information in the storage means (e.g. col 54 In 10-28, 
"encrypted digital certificate containing . . . identification information"). 

37. Bianco does not use the same steps in the same order as the instant application. 
Mere re-ordering of steps, however, would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
and thus does not confer patentability. 

38. Examiner's note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in 
the references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations^within the individual ciaim, other passages and figures^ 
may be applied as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant, in preparing the 
responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part 
of the claimed invention as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art 
or disclosed by the examiner: 31 - ; :| ' ! ! or iS ; > inv 

conclusion 

39. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosures ~* ~; - ...... : „ 



40. Matchett et al (US 5,229,764) discloses a continuous Siometric aUthentication 
matrix. ' ' 

41 . Musgrave et al (US 6,505,193) discloses a system and method of fast biometric 
database searching using digital 'certificatesr ~" "/*"" ™ - f- J ^ - : - - — 

42. Marckini et al (US 5,907,1^9) disclose ah identificatioh r card with delimited usage. 

43. Ohtsuki et al (US 5,831 ,547) disclose a wireless card system. 
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44. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

45. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE.. 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within - - : 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

46. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cristina Owen Sherr whose telephone number is 571- 
272-671 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00 Monday through 
Friday. 

47. If attempts to reach' the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be* reached on 57 1-272-67 12. YThe fax phonemumber " 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

' ■ < r 

! ; • '. > • \ t .j hOHi the jnailipcfcJaU . oflhis n.uai action. . - 
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48. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic . 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



COS, 07/18/06 




■ .n.puc /:>;'! ed applk:Huurii; , 



' .-.'-iiViCt; -Kc^reseritaHve or ac\ jss iu -the autorucuijci..^ . nation 



